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Assignment 1: Site Readings 
 
Part 1: photography from individual site visit 
 
Visit the site and photograph five items or scenes of interest. Assemble these photographs 
individually with captions or in a collage with caption on one or two 11x17 boards – to be 
presented the following class.  
 
The site may be accessed from the ‘World Trade Center’ Silver Line T stop, or South Station on 
the Red Line.  
 
Part 2: construction of a low relief model 
 
This model is to be an interpretation of both the physical and ephemeral elements of the site; it 
is both spatial and analytical. It is not a “site model” in the traditional sense (i.e. contoured base 
with surrounding building). It does not need to be constructed to a scale; however, it should 
have an orientation with the site.  
 
The model shall be carefully constructed from an armature/infrastructure/framework – it shall 
have NO BASE. The model will establish a matrix of architectural relationships. Through this 
analysis you will begin to develop an approach to the site.   
 
Constructing the framework: 
The overall dimension of the model shall be a minimum of 1.5’ x 2’.  The framework should be 
considered first: linear pieces of wood, threaded rod (use Dremel cutting disc to cut lengths), 
differentiated planar elements in section, or other techniques should be used.  
 
Use and expression of materials: 
Different woods (bass, poplar, mahogany, plywood, etc.), chipboard (may be treated by wiping 
on linseed oil with paper towel to give dark tone), sandpaper, screen, aluminum tubing, piano 
wire, aluminum flashing (may be treated with sandpaper and India ink to dull luster), Plexiglas 
(may be sanded with fine-girt sandpaper to change translucency, also available in different 
colors), paint, gesso, photocopied sticky-back for pattern/texture, textured papers (may be 
applied over chipboard with Elmer’s glue, or with paper mashie techniques), museum board, 
spray paints, markings and scoring, etc. 
 
Spatial articulation/sectional relief/tectonics: 
The model should consider such things as: relative scale, connection, intersection, edge, zone, 
direction, hierarchy (primary, secondary, and tertiary systems), circulation, infrastructure, light, 
wind, views, surface, tension/compression, moments, fields, mass/void, rhythms, spatial 
sequence, time, history of place, datum, etc. 
 
50% completion due next class 
 
For your reference on the class website: www.hartstudios.com/bac/2005spring/home.htm  
under “resources” you will find mappings, history, and CAD base files for the site.  
 
Part 3: reading 
On the class website under ‘readings’ please download reading 1 and be prepared to discuss it 
for the next class.  
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